


THE BUTTON CROWD

THE QUIET MAN

Hawasaki proved that s off-road 450 coulkd b
Auiet, meal emissicn standards and still run fig
out modifications. With just a sprinkiing of KX pas
and Pro Crcuil endgine wark, this machine can r'g':'
o a very palatable off-rosd-based 450 and has
found a fallawing among trail riding enthusiasts,
STRENGTHS:

Thie KLY rums clean ard smaath Its quist,
are no rejetting or arbox modifications requirsd. T
Kawasaki is a gentle bike with a very smooth pa
chelivery and the second plushest suspension (8
Yarnaha). It alse has lairly light steering for a big bl
and greal cluteh pull for & normal cabde design,
GROAMNS:

The power is mild 1o B point of overkill, with
one ares shawing any robusimess. INs a beask, 1
the scales at a hatty 268 pounds, The bars are ald:
wiorkd T/8-inch Renthals (hough we like the band), |
{like all of the Asian machines) i lacks hand guard
THE CRUNCH: .

This Kawasaki sn't great at amy ane thing, bul it
prafty good at everything. The good news iS
can always make it nbe rmore of a racer, Bul
always make a race bike inta a frailbike, Twa
aga, we fested a full Pro Cireuil-modified s
and it had suspension that craved mone speed 88
and had an inhusion of power that significanthy brg
ened iz appeal,

RATINGS:
Skid plate: {B) Plastic, good coverage,
Airbox access [T+ Side-door access, thaugh it

hinged, 3o the door paps off, j
Seal: (B-) Foam breaks down quickly,
Computerfodo: (B+) Easily resettable odafclosk
Brakes: B Decantly stromng and progressive, -
Overall suspension: [B-) Plush; stays up in strake; 1o ._'F

soft for ary desert o speed trails,

Owerall pawer: (G4 Smoath, vel a liffle oo saft

o me, the KLY is kincla corfus- «
ingg; woul ford like you can go really
£ tast, and thenyou find yowrself on
._ the ground. Its a lotof bikcs

wihara, between your legs and is a handtul
Clutch leal: (B) Easy pull, and good engag : climibing hills.

cakde system with A0F,
Overall it and finish: (B-) i b~ ol e

Rickability In stosk condition: [B-) Good tralles soft

and easy,
PRICE: $7453; WEIGHT: 256 b -

Baja an long, fast dirt mads, H st
. foels the baaviest out of all the
| bikes."

,  ADAM BOOTH

“Turming the KLX mquires kerping
thiz head cvar the front and o avaid
pushing, and it reguines a ob of idar
" ingud i stay an the chosen path,
The KLX and the AMX ane within a
pound an the scale, bk owt on the
trad, the KELX feels much heaaer™

B wuw. inbReymagazing. covm
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THE BUTTON CROWD

THE WOODS MAULEF
KTM 450XC-W

This rrachine deminated our shostout last year, and §
2010, KTh made some excellent modifications to th .ﬂ‘." _
fraime, 5 geametry and the suspension, |1 comes in the
Six Days Edition, which includes a skid plats, guisk-
axle, Blectric lan, Supersprox sprocket and air bl
The angine is carburabed via a Kelhin FGR unit. It
ale-overhead-cam sik-speader, 11 has a kKick-stariar
acdition to the buttan, and i keeps (ks engine oil 5
frarm the gearbiex ail, [
STRENGTHS: ot

There's net a kat to complain abaut an the KT, It
makes greal power, the suspension is very plush, it ¢ i
mers and it comes selup 2o that you can attack tight
cbatacles, speed terrain with G-loads and 'Mp:piqfh‘-' gL
stack trim, The jetting is dead-on, the cluteh pull i light
jand parfect via the Magura hydeaulie unit), and the mus-
cle of the mstar pulls the six-speed gesrbox through var-
i tarrain quite womdertully, i
GROAMS: |

The rear brake tends 1o get sticky and yanks an 8
kese rase shock action on severe downhills Ous o
aripe was with e alectric star; it doesn't ke 1o |
3K, 1
THE CRUNCH:

There are no weaknesses, | won'l boll over becaus
the electric fan. The suspersion |s phush, et sHIf ency
b chew o Taster terrain [Datter thas any mashing in
shocteut), The ergos have the mast adjiustabsiity It
areal running oesr at the chain and sprocket, The bulgs
bars are strong, and the grips ane perfect hall walfles, =5 v
RATINGS: LEA -
Skid plate: |A] Superb plastic unit thal s removable vias |«

clziis fastansr, v B .
Airboy access (B) The pop-off access plate iz nice, but il S o 000

i& sormatines hard 1o refit. The filter has a switig-lateh o 3.'_:'. L

bk it cowwen, Thie filler recquines attentkan wien fithng, = %

there are no sealing gaps,
Seal: (B} Good loarm, single balt removal locabed wder
rear lender (tands to clog with mud).
Computerfode: (B+) Small face (hand on aldar ayes), o R R g

LRicjUe prog ramming, but excelient overall, el AT R R o L

Brakes: [B) Front very strong, rear slicky in some siius . e T : 1 ;- Sl

-_ !.*-.. :1—:""
st r

¥

Cweerall suspension: (4-] Does everything guife ad )
fer a broad range of riders, {

Owarall power: (8-) The anly regative = whan 'ﬁ:u e
in altitucde and the jatting comes into play. |

Cluteh feal: (4] Great leel, perfect aase.

Crearall it and linish: (&)

Ridability in stock conditions {A-) '}

PRICE: $ETOE, WEIGHT: 251 &, i

B8 wuw. dinbReymagazie. covm



;. 8 . : KYLE REDMOND
? I The modor was smood b, especialy
- . 2 ] ‘ ! lor trails, and | think il i= skghily betler
: lhan the Beda, bul the Bela handles
belier™

. Y ] . ; : 1
f > : ADAM EOOTH
; b, y *The KTH molor is amasrg il

; ' - Y nessar Narmes oul ard pumps oot uira-
smoalh poasern The BT suspension
- .‘ L ey e il all the beas); il @ats upugly
/ 1 rocky Irail and has good enough resis-
lance b balioming {o handle Tasier
- o J lemraine This bike is he basl—easiky™

TOM WEBE
g F CETH 4508C-W rates finst in my

'|'f world. Bast powsr, bees] suspe nsion
J‘! = ared bersl ovarall harsding package.
Tao, it reguires nothing in mods o

gain lhis slafus ™
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THE BUTTON CROWD - =1 100 scacous

“Tha lim medo: oss-like oo and

- R - T persprvsive motor made This bike
THE RETURN OF THE CARMER oo oo e o e g,

Thve Laioe jList el Goemars with ease.”

SUZUKI RMX450Z . & - | wusoom

: - 3 “The sispension i@t piish o e
Parhaps the most anticipated machine of the yaaf tha. - mﬂnmnmmmﬁmm

Suzuki AMHA50Z rabes as one of e strongest-handling -' = E Prviakii g Sk, Bechinical trall Ading
machinas of the shaatoul. Tha butten-stan machine tsssa _= i . haivs sltuation The clufch pul i w&a'_
similar alurnirum chassis 1o the Z, bas sofler cam timing s o0 '-. g 10 boo SERT ARl dhv engaganment is
"..,_‘ﬁ;" ’...'.r 3 LTy, CELiEing Mlanme-cabs on S

promote fractability, is fuek-injected, and has a penchantfor— V0 3,:;— e | heala At awloward 1.
fast, carving rails, : -L_W" A
STREMNGTHS: e r i I'[II_'IEII

Caornerng is e AMEE cane, and finaing :mmm i : 1 jusl fowe The wiy' the Bike han-

‘e, ad othes an e meciless
it arw of the best, Mate this to a very sbong powarplant a6 il et inclex Tger Fecelves

mmgmdmnmnandawmmk!ﬂul.ﬂﬂﬁw ‘*Lr.l et A ': " teesiry B stim pull, | can oo Tast and
a rrachinge that has a mote background, softened inka arr—' et e Fard wills imare confidencs han any
all-rasder. IU's an easy starer, (2 fuel-njected, and has 18- 0 = -',lr - ~of e athar machines.”

mzh wheals, lights and all of the enduro fewalry at the E'F F " T

Fider craves, - :

GROANS: - '-E -"'.’f

The eluleh pull is s and lacks feel. The mak rasson =
the cabhe, which has a 90-degres band at the -
es loa much, and all engagerment Teel gets i al]
rstalled a shorer BMIIS0 cabile and this heloes i-h:t =3
21l the pull is oo SN, You have 16 purchass 8 Oheery— — =
Bamis frarm Yosh 1o fehan the mapping, and it taht, coby ..;
tralls e your Torte, the suspension will be teo stitf and 5
Facky. The RMX & the second-heay st machingin 'lh-
shoatout at 267 pounds.
THE CRUNCH:

The AMX ian't perfect, but the plugses far aubwekih mﬁf-ﬂ'
minugas. Chamge the clulch cable Feoefully Matico Prg wH-I [
ke ane soor], make the necessary Fl updates, remove -}/f’
the throtthe stap, and go tear it wp, This machins |sa lnlﬂ *""j
Fandler, kills for the comar and rails ke a molocosses. -P’
RATINGS: s ,-
Skid plate: (B Plastic, good coversdge, tght fit 16 h-p .g.

mud Trom collecting.

Aarbox access: (B« Faily tight confimes through ﬂdo—énr '_1'!"'
ACCeES.

Seal: (B) Good fearn,

Computeriodo: (B] Several lunctions, including m
rasattalle ado.

Brakes: (B) Strong, good feel,

Handling: (8-} The best cormesing traits of the mnl!aglum.

Owerall suspansson: (C-) For tight, rocky teeraln B Fﬂrq.'
thing fast with bumgs.

Owerall pawar: (B4 Good bBottam fo mid with an exsel
mid-range. Pulls ricaly an fop.

Cluteh feal: (C-) SN, acks leel, and sngagerment t:tr-r~
wiorst af all the machines. —r—

Owerall fit and finish: (B) The AMX is it with good sncuse
hardware (Ehough it oks hand guards!) and Skars
Thee Fl jonce squipped with e Chamy Enrrh}’ 5
randling ekevation and axirema conditiangs rarhattnr gt
the carbureted machines,

Riclabdity in stock condition: () This 2 prab
gereraus, You bave to remove the thotie &
ct of the drivewsay, I's an easy x, But (1's odd |
WH and BhX are the only teo using throftle sio

PRICE: SB350; WEIGHT: 257 Ib.

B wuw. inbReyagazig. covm
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great for smaller
gl.rﬂr—l juest fils nﬂmﬂ.ﬂr.'%fn
e AWESHTe; e

| pipe and jet i the ||1'|-:|l-|.u'
Gimes 1o lifal®

BIG BLUE
HA WR450F

“| prresfesr light, borrisle frails, and | Tact that Tearm AM Pro Yamaha races a WR4SD in tha
like the sofler power off ide afrd it s the mettle to be competitive at a
plush suspansion on the WR. = High level of I stock Erin, vou must remove sarme af

| K¥YLE REDMOND that are rstallesd freally closed off
| like the WR mobor, il's veny i lirster), BUl after that, il focus is tight Erail-

srmocdh arkd oy with ks of r irig. Im the Fight copdiiens, it s a strong pedairnes, 1T has
ponwer, The suspansion was foo Soff = arnaath powar, very plush suspension and an ease ef riding

' for ma in slock Tom, and il"s weird:
r" \. the faolpegs f2el low and high at the
q

e limea, W has a small rider comes

that rated by witiy all our besters.

The Yamaha's suspension is wonderfully plush, This

chine koves first- and second-gear frails, and ugly works
i:hum promobas good habits: the powar is
ke, and It dossn’t want 1o flame out, The

[; that are boney and hacky, we smile, get her
the WH wallows, dives and ofinges al suc-
It cdoasm't like ta fire up in gear, & a shade
abnoxious until it warms up, &l the lack of hand guands s
& head scrajcher, Ground clesrance is an sswe, promated
ﬁmhn brat |ets the bealy maching settle oo

CRAUMNCH:

Thiz Iz a focused trallbilke with the patential for a larger
viglon with proper suspension maods, Still, in its slement, the
Yamaha WHL50 g a sirong perfarmer, And now thatl Faul
. Whibdey is racing one, we know that you can carve off [ots

i
ﬁ '-I al welght and easily modity the power 1o chew on the ver-
aalile o ¢ ward,

RATI -

Bk pﬂﬁﬁﬁ coverags, but too gappy and allows
easy acoess fo rmud,

Airbeox aceess: [Be) Falry light sonlines through side-doar

varall suspensian: (Be) For light, rocky terrain; (C) Far
anything fast with burmps.

T . - -[Eu-_l Gaad botiom o mid with decent peak

iz

B Good feal, nice engagement, levar pull could

it and finish; [B) The WH s & workhorse, and if
b tained will stick around, The argos are smoath—just

Q‘ reany encugh to mest the needs of tallar guys.
t\l |

|\ Ridability in stack condition: {0) Like the FMX this is prob-
it anly being oo genamus, You have lo remove the throttke
W stop fo break the law, 1S an easy fix, but we still find it
'l'"ﬂ ! L odd thal everyone alss has Sguned a way araund it
PRICE; 574808 WEIGHT: 257 Ib.
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THE BUTTON CROWD

DYNO REPORT
All eight machines apent time &t FMF Racing and got on their dyno. The KTH

hed the broadssat apread and wes the only maching to break the 50-horseposer

barrier. Moticeabls also & the Beta, which aterta making good botbomn power

very early on, and the Husky, which also makes strong bottom end 2 good

peak hit. The AME has good bottorm amnd & Insar run thraugh the mid-rangs,

the WWH's efrength i through the middle of the powerband, and the Honda 450

dips= & bit after roll-on and then hits hard smd faidy kong. The KLY was the soft-

eat down kow and on top, though the middle portion B efrong and ussable.

DYRQJET RESEARTH

KLE450
i ERCABD
= R — WR450
Hawasakil ML X450 L2 NE-W

E_l-IrEr-l:.II.-E.I'MM cairr, M corburslad, Husdky
m'm' Husabarg
CRF450X
Bata

Husaberg FEA50 Honda CRF450X
Sinpe-overhead cam, fuel-infected, sly-  Deal-overbead cam, Keifin carbureted, Sirigie-overie ad carm, Kedtvin carbune bed,
. Eprne, & - A, fvm=5poad.

T2 wwwan. ciribvEomagaaine. oom
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HUSKY TRC4A50

GERR
BETA &50HH

Yamaha WR4S0

Dual-overhead cam, Keilin carbiureded,
v -spead.

GEAR
KT HE-W

Husgqvarma 450TXC
Duai-ovarfead cam, Kelhly cariureiad,
i - mpeed.

GEAR
SUIVKI RMXEASD

+F I
£l iR i) i) B
= b e S "
KTM 450X C-W
Sunpla-avaerhesd cam, Kelhin carburet- Isk and o £th Eih
od, six-spesd. GEAR

HUSABERG FE4SD

GEAR

L

HONDA CRFAS0X

KAWASAKI KLK450

GEAR

YTAMAHA WRA4A5D

MAY MHA S AT BAKE
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